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T H E
C o n n e c t i o n

by Susanne Miller, LouckS

Block E:  A Look Back... 
and a New Chapter

FEATuRE
ARTIcLE

With the exciting buzz surrounding 
the Minnesota Lynx championship 
win and third WNBA title, a group 
of members at a recent MSCA 
meeting began reflecting on the 
history of Block E and the impacts 
of the new Mayo Clinic Square. The 
conversation spurred a stroll down 
memory lane and subsequent walk 
around the block. 

BlOck E TIME capSUlE
Until the early 1900s, Block E’s 
Hennepin face consisted mainly of 
mansions and row houses, which 
were slowly replaced by a variety of 
storefronts, arcade galleries, pool 
halls, a grocery store, and bars. The 
Shubert Theatre was built in 1910, 
followed by the Jeweler’s Exchange 
Building in 1913. The 620 Club, 
owned by Ernie Fleigel and Max 
Winter, was in operation from the 
1930s until 1971. The club was 
popular with professional athletes 
from the 1940s to the 1960s, the same 
time period when Winter brought 
major league basketball and football 
to Minneapolis as founder of the 
Minneapolis Lakers in 1947 and the 
Minnesota Vikings in 1960. Little 
did Winter know that more than 50 
years later, two professional sports 
teams, in partnership with Mayo 
Clinic, would play a pivotal role in 
the renewal of Block E. 

By 1950, Moby Dicks was in full 
swing and Shinder’s anchored each 
end of Block E’s Hennepin face. 
The next three decades were a 
gritty time in Block E’s history, with 
panhandling, loitering, drug dealing, 
and street crime taking a heavy toll 
on the area.

In 1987, the city council voted to 
demolish the entire Hennepin side 
in order to reverse urban blight and 
high crime rates. Spirits were high, 
but the celebration was premature, 
as a planned development for the 
block fell through. Until the early 
2000s, the Hennepin side of the block 
remained a surface-level parking lot. 
The only remaining structures were 
the Shubert Theatre and a two-story 
billboard advertisement. In 1999, 
even the Shubert left, and is the 
only surviving structure from the 
original Block E. The six-million 
pound theater earned a spot in the 
Guinness Book of World records as 
the largest structure ever moved on 
rubber-wheeled dollies when it was 
relocated next to the Hennepin 
Center for the Arts. 

In 2002, Chicago-based real 
estate developer McCaffery 
Interests repurposed the entire 
block. Dubbed the Minneapolis 
Lifestyle Center, it was an enclosed 

shopping and entertainment 
mall, housing a dueling piano bar, 
restaurants, and an AMC movie 
theater. The five-star Graves 601 
luxury hotel was built on most of 
the block’s First Avenue side. It was 
hoped that the new Block E would 
resuscitate the retail that had left 
Hennepin Avenue for Nicollet Mall 
and the suburbs. The development 
failed in 2010 and was sold to 
Camelot LLC for $14 million. By 
2011, tenants such as Snyder’s Drugs, 
Borders, Escape Ultra Lounge, 
Bellanote, Block E Hard Rock Café 
and AMC Theater had all closed 
their doors. For a century, multiple 
incarnations of the block included 
repeat after repeat of many similar
business types. Arcades, restaurants, 
night clubs, retail stores...
– continued on page 2
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independents early on, replaced by 
chain stores in the later decades. 

BasketBall and sports medicine 
looks to Be a winning comBination
On February 4, 2014, the Minnesota 
Timberwolves and Minnesota Lynx 
announced a partnership with Mayo 
Clinic to rename the building Mayo 
Clinic Square. The Timberwolves and 
Lynx spent more than $20 million to 
repurpose the vacant movie theaters 
into a practice facility. Mayo invested 
nearly $7 million to create a 20,000 
square foot sports medicine clinic, 
Mayo’s most significant presence in 
the Twin Cities area. The clinic serves 
as the preferred medical provider for 
both basketball teams, and also caters 
to Twin Cities athletes seeking sports 
medicine services and performance 
solutions. Lower levels are available 
to the public and house an interactive 
fan area, Kieran’s Irish Pub, The 
Shout House Dueling Pianos, Jimmy 
John’s, and Starbucks. After months 
of renovations, the grand opening of 
the new Mayo Clinic Square facility 
was held on June 17, 2015.

Four months post-grand-opening
On a sunny, non-game-day Thursday 
in mid-October, nearby street 

parking in front of O’Donovan’s Irish 
Pub was quick and easy, with plenty 
of lot and ramp options available. 
Starbucks was temporarily closed for 
maintenance work, which gave me 
a chance to visit briefly with KTK 
Construction’s Jeff Johnson and 
Kenny Johnson. KTK Construction 
had been working 24-7 for several 
weeks on the maintenance job at 
Starbucks. According to Jeff and 
Kenny, parking cars in the area was 
a breeze, though they found it a bit 
challenging to find parking spaces 
large enough to accommodate their 
work trucks. Accepting deliveries 
also proved difficult, due to busy 
docks, but Jeff and Kenny found 
that accepting deliveries on the 
street afterhours in front of the store 
worked just fine. 

Conversations with employees and 
patrons at Cosmos and Kieran’s 
reflected optimism and excitement 
about Mayo Clinic Square. Jimmy 
John’s was packed with customers 
who had mostly biked and walked 
to grab a bite. During my walk 
around the block, I was approached 
by just one panhandler, then settled 
in at Kieran’s Irish Pub for lunch. 
The waitress’s perception was 

that business seemed steady since 
the grand opening, and that the 
restaurant was enjoying traffic from 
the new clinic, but that it was just 
too early to tell what the long-term 
impacts would be from the new 
Mayo Clinic Square.

All in all, informal feedback and 
comments from retail customers 
and staff regarding Mayo Clinic 
Square was positive and upbeat. 
The sidewalks were humming with 
bicyclists and pedestrians, and those 
with vehicles reported that parking 
remained manageable. Four months 
after the grand opening, it seems 
professional basketball and sports 
medicine are the right mix for the 
right block at the right time.

location: NEC of Nicollet Mall & S. 7th Street
owner: 655 Nicollet Partners LLC (United Properties & Capital Real Estate, Inc.) 
propertY manager: Cushman Wakefield/NorthMarq (Brian Burg)
leasing representatiVe: Cushman Wakefield/NorthMarq (Kim Meyer, 952-893-8887)
Building redeVelopment:  BTS Construction & RSP Architects
tenant work: North Memorial: D.J. Kranz Co Inc. and HGA 
  Orthology: Zeman Construction Company, Pope Architects Inc. 
  and design architect – Morris Architects, Inc.
  Walgreens: BTS Construction and RSP Architects
gla: 50,729 sq. ft.    current occupancY: 100%
anchor tenants: Walgreens    
market area serVed: Minneapolis CBD

snapshot: 655 nicollet

Opened: September 2015 
United Properties, in a joint venture with Capital Real Estate, Inc., acquired the first two floors of 655 Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapolis in December 
2014. Previously occupied by Saks, 655 Nicollet  is now home to walgreens, orthologY and north memorial health care. The new Walgreens is a marquee 
format and features an escalator connecting its two floors, a sushi bar along with more food pantry options and prepackaged foods. 655 Nicollet has multiple 
entrance points including access to Nicollet Mall and the Minneapolis skyway system.
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RISING
STAR Revitalizing “Nordeast”!

by Phil Foster, cMA

Years ago Northeast Minneapolis 
did not have the reputation as 
being one of the “go-to” spots for 
the hipster “Millennial” generation 
let alone the rest of us “X’ers” and 
“Boomers”. Times are changing and 
so is Northeast Minneapolis.

With an area of only 7.5 mi2 and 
a population of approximately 
36,255 comprised of 13 smaller 
neighborhoods, the restaurants 
and drinking establishments are 
flourishing in this rebounding 
economy. Three of these 
neighborhoods, St. Anthony West, 
Sheridan and Bottineau which 
border along the Mississippi River, 
have benefited not only from their 
prime location but also the investing 
of new businesses in these areas. 
With prominent features that 
include Eastern European influenced 
churches, massive grain silos and 
mills, renovated 19th and 20th 
century structures into artists’ loft 
and the blending of old architecture 
and new ideas has provided diverse 
amenities that create an atmosphere 
for all to enjoy. 

The diagram at right shows only a 
fraction of the restaurants and bars 
dotting the Nordeast landscape 
that have opened and grown over 
the last several years.  The owner 
of Psyhco Suzi’s Motor Lounge, 
Leslie Bock, relocated her popular 
Tiki Bar themed business a few 
blocks away on Marshall St. NE to 
open a new establishment called 

Betty Danger’s Country Club at the 
intersection of Marshall St. NE and 
N. Lowry Ave. At Betty’s you can 
ride a 65-foot ferris wheel or play 
some mini-golf all while enjoying 
good food and drinks well into the 
early morning hours. The 1029 Bar 
on Marshall Street provided the 
kitchen facility that catapulted the 
success of the now popular Smack 
Shack from a Food Truck to the 
brick and mortar store that opened 
in the Northloop Neighborhood. If 
you want to experience an authentic 
supper club feel, Jax Café is your 
destination and is a long standing 
icon for over 75 years in Northeast 
Minneapolis at the intersection 
of University Ave. NE and 20th 
Ave. NE. If it is beer you enjoy, try 
visiting Dangerous Man’s Brew Pub 
at the intersection of 2nd St. NE 
and 13th Ave. NE where they’ve 
joined the fast growing market of 
breweries popping up throughout 
the Twin Cities. From Gasthof ’s to 

Mayslack’s to Cali’s to Emily’s, you 
can experience a plethora of ethnic 
diversity in food and atmosphere 
that is sure to satisfy any picky 
palette.

The revitalizing taking place is not 
only in the restaurants and bars 
but also in educational facilities, 
community centers, parks, modern 
and historic residences, markets and 
an improved infrastructure making 
this area an open and inviting part 
of town that draws in more and 
more people. The growth in this 
area continues to prosper and shows 
no sign of slowing down anytime 
soon. Whether you enjoy a drink 
during happy hour at one of the 
many bars and pubs, to playing an 
organized sporting event in one of 
the many well-kept parks to residing 
in a repurposed historic building, 
Northeast Minneapolis is becoming 
a mecca for all ages to live, work 
and play. 

Times are 
changing 
and so is 

Northeast 
Minneapolis.

mailto:pfoster@cmarch.com
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MEMBER pROFIlES

MaTTHEw g. MOck
jOB TITlE:  General Manager
aREa OF FOcUS: Commercial Construction 
& Roofing
YEaR jOINED MSca: 2004

wHaT waS YOUR FIRST jOB IN THIS INDUSTRY aND FOR HOw lONg? 
Traveling commercial construction superintendent for Retail 
Construction Services
wHaT kEEpS YOU IN THE BUSINESS?  Years of experience and the 
excitement of the next new project.
wHO HaS BEEN aN INFlUENTIal TEacHER, MENTOR, OR MODEl TO YOU 
aND wHaT DID YOU lEaRN FROM THEM?  My 1st boss, Steve B told me: 
“If a guy can go to work every day and do something they like, it 
does not feel like WORK.” 

IF YOU aRE a SEaSONED VETERaN, wHaT aDVIcE wOUlD YOU gIVE TO 
THOSE NEw IN THE INDUSTRY? With the addition of cell phones and 
electronic communication, remember the importance of keeping 
a healthy balance between work and family/fun.  
wHaT IS YOUR FaVORITE wORD THESE DaYS? “Tell me more about 
that.”
wHaT IS YOUR FaVORITE BOOk, BUSINESS OR OTHERwISE?   
Traction – we are in the process of implementing EOS in our 
company.
wHaT HOBBY OUTSIDE OF wORk aRE YOU REallY paSSIONaTE aBOUT 
aND wHY?   Downhill skiing
wHEN YOU RETIRE, YOU waNT TO?  Buy a motorhome and travel

MIkE aRENDS 
jOB TITlE:  Sales Representative
aREa OF FOcUS: Storm Water Management
YEaR jOINED MSca: 2015

wHaT waS YOUR FIRST jOB IN THIS INDUSTRY aND FOR HOw lONg? 
Land Surveying - 6 years
wHaT kEEpS YOU IN THE BUSINESS?  Working with all the different 
levels of people that make this a great industry.
wHO HaS BEEN aN INFlUENTIal TEacHER, MENTOR, OR MODEl TO YOU 
aND wHaT DID YOU lEaRN FROM THEM?  My Father-in-Law. He 
taught me to always treat people fair and to honor any agreement 
regardless of the outcome.
wHaT IS THE MOST UNIqUE pROjEcT/lEaSE/pROpERTY THaT YOU 
EVER wORkED ON IN YOUR caREER? While working as a 
design engineer for a consulting firm, I was the lead for the 
redevelopment of the original Target Retail site in Roseville, MN.

IF YOU HaD UNlIMITED FUNDS TO INVEST IN a RETaIl FRaNcHISE, 
wHIcH ONE wOUlD IT BE aND wHY? Auto sales, I like that inventory 
is always changing and seeing the latest advancements that 
technology has on our daily lives.  
wHaT SONgS BEST DEScRIBE YOUR wORk ETHIc? Brooks & Dunn 
“Hard Workin’ Man”
wHaT IS YOUR MOTTO / pERSONal MaNTRa?  
60 Minutes to respond to correspondence
wHaT HOBBY OUTSIDE OF wORk aRE YOU REallY paSSIONaTE aBOUT 
aND wHY?   Fishing, I relish peace and quiet of an early morning 
outing. The fish are always a bonus. 
wHEN YOU RETIRE, YOU waNT TO?  Travel and spend time with my 
wife, kids and spoil my future grandchildren.

Whether you’ve created the business of your dreams or it’s a  
dream-in-progress, you can count on me to help you protect it.  
Let’s talk, business owner to business owner. 

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS.
Fost Choles Agency Inc

(952) 224-2992
(612) 961-5583 mobile
fcholes@amfam.com

QT coMMERcIAL coNSTRucTIoN & RooFING AdvANcEd dRAINAGE SySTEMS

Thanks Matthew

Thanks Mike

http://insurance-agency.amfam.com/MN/fost-choles/
http://www.drytechonline.com/
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952.960.2820   |  www.nfurialaw.com

Challenging Assessments
Reducing Taxes

Saving You Money
The Law Offices of Nicholas A. Furia, PLLC was formed to do one thing:

reduce the property tax obligations of its clients.

Our clients are commercial property owners and tenants of all sizes, from Fortune 100 companies 
to local investors. We typically file appeals for properties assessed between $1,000,000 and 
$200,000,000. Our clients include REITs, national and international retailers, financial institutions, 
airlines, railroads, petroleum companies, manufacturing companies, local and regional developers, 
and family-owned commercial real estate entities. 

Nicholas A. Furia, Attorney                                       [E]  nick@nfurialaw.com

Kevin L. Shevlin, CMI, Senior Analyst                     [E]  kevin@nfurialaw.com

Kristen M. McLean, CCIM, Senior Paralegal       [E]  kristen@nfurialaw.com

Law Offices of Nicholas A. Furia, PLLC
Canadian Pacific Plaza
120 South Sixth Street, Suite 1720
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

[T]      952.960.2820

[F]      952.960.2815

[W]    www.nfurialaw.com

Proven Results:

Community Retail Center in Suburban Minneapolis
2014 Original Assessed Value: $30,100,000
2014 Reduced Value: $27,750,000
- 2015 Tax Savings: $95,500

Neighborhood Retail Center in Southeastern Minnesota
2011 Original Assessed Value: $5,410,000
2011 Reduced Value: $2,500,000
- Value Reduction and Tax Savings: 54%

Large Bowling Facility in Suburban Minneapolis
2012 Original Assessed Value: $1,862,000
2013 Reduced Value: $890,000
- Value Reduction and Tax Savings: 52%

Freestanding Hardware Store in Suburban Minneapolis
2013 Original Assessed Value: $1,765,000
2013 Reduced Value: $955,000
- Value Reduction and Tax Savings: 46%

http://nfurialaw.com/
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Emergency Services

Water Main Breaks
Sanitary & Storm Sewers 

Storm Damage
Winter Pavement Hazards

Interstate Companies
651-765-0765

interstatepm.com

24 Hour

Rapid Response Repairs 24/7

FoREcAST 2015 Holiday Forecast 

by Lisa diehl, dIEhL ANd PARTNERS, LLc

THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON 
US AND RETAILERS’ SHELVES 
ARE STOCKED AND WAITING 
FOR THE 66% OF AMERICAN 
SHOPPERS TO BEGIN THEIR 
2015 HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
THIS MONTH.

The employee recruitment also 
began last month for seasonal 
employees.  In the midst of 
JC Penney’s, Walmart, Dollar 
General, letting go corporate 
employees, Macy’s expects to hire 
85,000 seasonal store associates 
companywide followed by Target 
70,000. Kohl’s 69,000. Walmart 
60,000, Toys R Us 40,000, Amazon 
80,000.  Why so many?  Because 
retailers have figured it out that 
the consumer doesn’t have time to 
stand in line.  In store shopping is 
anticipated to be strong this year, 
but if the retailer is not able to 
service the consumer in the store 
and in a speedy timeline, they will 
make their purchases online rather 
than standing in line. One more 
pronounced option this year will 
include ordering your purchases 
online and picking them up in 
stores.You will see a number of 
retailers, such as Kohl’s and Target, 
joining Amazon to offer shoppers 
same day delivery service fulfilling 
shipments from local stores core via 
omni-channel marketing.

The top 5 category purchases noted 
by the International Council of 
Shopping Centers (ICSC) will 
include:  traditional gift cards 
(54%), electronics/devices (51%), 
apparel and footwear (49%), toys 
and games, not including apps or 
video games (42%), and food such 
as chocolates, popcorn/food baskets 
and  beverages/alcohol (34%).

The National Retail Federation 
(NRF) trade group projects total 
holiday sales will increase 3.7% to 
$630.5 billion, compared to 4.1% last 
year and online sales are expected 
to increase between 6% and 8% and 
will represent $108 billion of the 
total.  The estimates could be viewed 
as conservative given improvements 
in the unemployment rate, now at 
5.1% nationally, and the impact on 
lower gas prices and the positive 
effect on the disposable incomes of 
Americans.

NRF President/CEO Matthew 
Shay. “while economic indicators 
have improved in several areas, 
Americans remain somewhat torn 
between their desire and their 
ability to spend. The fact remains 
consumers still have the weight 
of the economy on their minds, 
further explaining the complex retail 
spending environment we are 
seeing right now. We expect 
families to spend prudently 
and deliberately, though still 
less constrained than we saw 
even two years ago.” A recent 
ICSC survey noted the average 
holiday shopper, making less 
than $100,000, is expected to 
spend an average of $702.

“Price, value and even timing 
will all play a role in how, 
when, where and why people 
shop over the holiday season. 
Retailers will be competitive 
not only on price, but on 
digital initiatives, store hours, 
product offerings and much 
more,” Shay said.

Expect there to be last minute 
shopping again this year.  The 
good news is 65% of shoppers 

plan on having their holiday 
shopping completed by the 15th of 
December.  Ok, you stragglers, you 
may want to get your list going early! 

...shelves are 
stocked and 
wiating for 
the 66% of 

Amerian 
shoppers...

DID YOU kNOw:  12% of shoppers plan to make actual 
purchases on Thanksgiving day.

DID YOU kNOw:  56% of shoppers get their holiday 
ideas for gifts on social sites like Pinterest, and 55% 
are now comfortable with sharing their preferences with 
retailers in exchange for convenience and personalized 
product recommendations.

DID YOU kNOw:  Best Buy is expanding its assortment 
of what is expected to be one of the hottest selling items 
in consumer electronics this holiday season: drones.

http://interstatepm.com/
mailto:lisa.diehl@closethediehl.com
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by Jeff orosz, SAMBATEk, INc. and katie Prater, PASTER PRoPERTIES

Minnesota MarketplaceIN ThE 
NEWS

BlUE DOOR pUB

pRIMp BOUTIqUE

MaRgaRITaVIllE

4 SHag SUSHI closed its door in the 
North Loop after less than a year in 
business citing poor customer traffic 
during the lunch hour as the reason 
for the closure.  Rojo Mexican Grill 
will take its place and and plans to 
be open in early November. 

4 pRIMp BOUTIqUE will be taking its 
affordable women’s fashions outside 
the Twin Cities for the first time. The 
store will be open in November in 
Downtown Rochester’s Peace Plaza.  
This will be the seventh Primp to 
open since 2010. 

4 Another paint and sip concept 
announced plans to enter the Twin 
Cities market.  paINTINg wITH a 
TwIST is considering locations in 
Bloomington, Richfield, Roseville, 
and Eagan, and plans to have the 
first location open in early 2016, and 
open two additional locations later.    

4 Locally owned organic and 
natural grocer, FRESH aND NaTURal 
foods opened their third location at 
Mendota Plaza Shopping Center in 
Mendota Heights at the intersection 
of Highway 110 and Dodd Road.  
The grocery store occupies an 8,500 
sf endcap.  

4 MaSU SUSHI aND NOODlE opened 
a third location in Apple Valley in 
October.  The restaurant located, at 
14638 Cedar Ave. occupies 2,600 
sf and has seating for about 80 
people.  This Masu location offers 
more noodle options than the 
Minneapolis and Mall of America 
locations.   

4 Outdoors retailer, NORTH FacE 
opened its fourth Twin Cities 
location in October at Mall of 
America.  The store is on the mall’s 
south side on the first floor. 

4 MIScHIEF TOY STORE opened in 
October in the former Peapods 
Natural Toys space at 2290 Como 
Avenue St. Paul.  The store is aimed 
at older children, teenagers, and 
young adults. 

4 BlUE DOOR pUB confirmed that 
they will be opening their third 
location in early 2016 at 1514 
Como Avenue in Minneapolis.  
The location is just north of 
the University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis campus and was 
formerly a Sol Tan & Spa.  The 
restaurant will have seating for 
about 80 people and will serve beer 
and wine.  

4 Lift Brands, YOgaFIT opened a 
new studio in the LPM Apartments 
in Loring Park last month.  YogaFit 
is a 24/7 yoga studio that offers 
virtual, on-demand classes as well as 
instructor led classes.  Other tenants 
in the mixed-use project include 
Lakes 7 Legends Brewing Co. and 
Eggy’s Diner.  

4 Jimmy Buffett’s MaRgaRITaVIllE 
announced it will be opening a 9,000 
sf restaurant at Mall of America in 
Spring 2016.  The restaurant will be 
located in the mall’s east wing and 
near the new Crayola Experience 
and the recently relocated Rainforest 
Cafe.  

4 SpORTS aUTHORITY has opened a 
22,000 square foot store on Nicollet 
Mall at 7th Street in City Center. 

4 j.MclaUgHlIN, the all-American 
preppy brand who opened their first 
Twin Cities location in the Galleria, 
has now opened their second 
location in Wayzata at 743 
Lake Street.
– continued on page 8

SpORTS aUTHORITY

mailto:jorosz@sambatek.com
mailto:kprater@pasterprop.com
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4 After three years at Calhoun 
Square in Uptown Minneapolis, 
REpUBlIc closed its doors in 
October.  The original Republic in 
the 7 Corners neighborhood near 
the University of Minnesota will 
remain open, and owners Matty 
O’Reilly and Rick Guntzel are 
working to expand their Red River 
Kitchen food truck concept into a 
bricks-and-mortar restaurant. 

4 Startup brewing company, 
UNMappED BREwINg cO. has plans to 
build a taproom and manufacturing 
facility in Tonka Village Shopping 
Center in Tonka Bay.  The company 
is currently soliciting investors for 
the project and hopes to be open 
Memorial Day weekend 2016 if all 
goes as planned.  

4 Burger chain, cUlVER’S 
announced a new restaurant south 
of Interstate 94 in Woodbury.  
According to city planning 
documents, the restaurant will be 
4,942 sf and complete by February 
2016.  580 Woodbury Drive.

4 Southdale’s vacant California 
Pizza Kitchen will soon be home to a 
new casual pizza and pasta concept, 
Z ITalIaNO.  Parasole alum, Zach 
Saueressig is opening the 5,000 sf 
100-seat restaurant in the space.  He 
hopes to have the restaurant open 
before Thanksgiving 2015.  
 
4 After 11 years in operation, the 
modern baby boutique pacIFIER, is 
opening their fourth location.  The 
new store will open the first week 
of November and is located at 714 
Cleveland Avenue South in St. Paul’s 
Highland Village.

4 After leaving the Shops at 
West End, MINq boutique owner 
Stacey Finnegan has re-opened 
in Southdale Mall.  This time 
around the store will focus only on 
fashion forward women’s apparel, 
accessories, and gifts.

4 The Galleria stationery and 
apparel store, EpITOpE, has 
announced that it will close early 
next year after nearly 50 years 
of business.  Store owner Irene 
Cooperman and Galleria owners 
Hines Global REIT could not agree 
upon terms to renew the lease which 
is set to expire at the end of January 
2016.

4 D’aMIcO caTERINg will be opening 
an event venue in Loring Corners 
at 1629 Hennepin Avenue South 
early next year.  The 7,450 square 
foot venue will host wedding parties, 
corporate gatherings, galas, etc and 
will be catered from the D’Amico 
kitchen in IMS.

4 TRaDER jOE’S has confirmed 
they will open a grocery store and 
liquor shop in Sherman Associates’ 
Thresher Square Development in 
Downtown East at the corner of 
Chicago and Washington.  The 
project is being named The East 
End and will include about 180 
apartments.

4 VINcENT a RESTaURaNT will close 
at the end of 2015 after 14 years of 
service.  Owner Vincent Francoual 
says the decision was personal as 
he intends to move forward into 
another stage of his life.

4 Minnesota’s top fine-dining 
restaurant, la BEllE VIE, has closed 
after 17 years in business.  Owner 
and chef Tim McKee states several 
factors for closing including 
higher costs, labor shortages, 
road construction, and growing 
minimum wages.

MINq

D’aMIcO caTERINg

TRaDER jOE’S

pacIFIER

CONTINUED:  Minnesota Marketplace



november | 2015

9

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE A Big “Thank You” to our Contributors 

by Zander Fried, MID-AMErIcA rEAL ESTATE – MInnESoTA, LLc

The 2016 AgendA  While the Minnesota Legislature reached a last-
minute budget agreement, the 2015 session ended with a number of 
policy and budget issues unresolved. Tax and Transportation bills, 
for instance, were deferred to the 2016 session. Similarly, Governor 
Dayton’s $250 Million pre-k program remains an unfunded and 
contentious negotiation point for 2016. 

Given the uncertainty of the next session, it is imperative for 
MSCA’s voice to be heard at the negotiation table. We do this 
through our lobbyists, educational brochures for lawmakers, 

sponsorship of Business Day at the Capitol, and Coffee-Club 
meetings with House and Senate representatives.  These efforts 
are only made possible through the ongoing support of both our 
corporate and individual donors.

Here’s how you can contribute to MSCA’s legislative agenda: 
actively engage in the Legislative Committee’s events; donate to 
MCSA’s Legislative Fund; and/or keep yourself up-to-speed with 
Faegre Baker Daniels’ in-depth review of 2015 session. Please visit 
the MSCA Legislative Page for more information. 

In late October, the MSCA legislative committee held an appreciation breakfast for our supporters. Their contributions allow us to continue 
our lobbying efforts and ensure MCSA’s interests are represented in the Minnesota Legislature. On behalf of MSCA’s entire membership we 
would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following: 

Colliers international • Maenner ProPerties, inC. • Fendler Patterson ConstruCtion • Kraus-anderson CoMPanies 
stonewood ProPerties • north Central CoMMerCial real estate CoMPany • Paster ProPerties • asPen waste systeMs, inC.

slawiK ProPerties/har-Mar, inC. • trautz ProPerties • laura Gill

2015 State of Retail – Retail Tournament of Champions

mailto:afried@midamericagrp.com
http://www.msca-online.com/resources/legislative-update
http://www.msca-online.com/events/calendar/view/251
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SPEcIAL
FEATuRE

IT’S FALL AND WITH IT COMES COOLER TEMPERATURES. 
Winter will be here before you know it, so it is time to start figuring 
out what chores you need to tackle before the worst of the cold hits. 
We have seen our share of burst pipes and other weather-related 
plumbing issues, so we thought we would give some tips on how to 
get your plumbing system ready for winter.

TIp 1: INSUlaTE YOUR pIpES
Take the time to insulate any pipes that run 
through unheated areas of your home. You 
can get polyethylene or fiberglass to use for 
insulation, and you might want to consider 
wrapping the pipes in heat-tape before 
you insulate them as well. Just be sure to 
carefully follow the instructions on the 
heat-tape to avoid damaging your pipes. Or, 
if you are not sure how to handle insulating 
your pipes, call a plumbing contractor like us.

TIp 2: lET FaUcETS DRIp wHEN IT’S BElOw FREEZINg OUTSIDE
You should turn off any exterior water sources before temperatures 
start to regularly dip below freezing. But if there are any faucets 
along your house’s exterior walls that were not turned off, turn 

on those taps so there is a small and steady drip any time the 
temperatures are expected to dip below freezing. That way, if the 
pipes do freeze, there will not be any pressure between the blockage 
and the faucet, and that could help prevent a burst pipe. If a pipe 
does end up bursting, call a plumbing contractor like us as soon as 

possible for help.

TIp 3: OpEN Up YOUR caBINETS aND FIx ExTERIOR 
cRackS
On particularly frigid nights, open up the 
cabinets along any exterior walls to allow the 
heat to reach the pipes. You should also fix 
any cracks or holes in the outside walls or 
foundation of your house. Get a professional 
company in to install spray foam insulation or 
use caulking to help seal up those gaps.

TIp 4: SEal OFF aNY cRawl SpacES
Another way that cold air can get to your pipes is through any open 
crawl spaces. You should temporarily seal off any access points to 
the crawl space. Take a look at your basement as well. If there are 
any windows down there, make sure they are fully sealed too.

Four Tips for Winterizing 
Your Plumbing

by Justin Moe, ALL WAyS dRAINS LTd

wE wOUlD lIkE TO 

THaNk 
wESTwOOD pROFESSIONal SERVIcES FOR 

allOwINg US TO USE THEIR TRaDE SHOw DISplaY 
aT THE aNNUal MNcaR ExpO THIS paST wEEk!

mailto:allwaysdrains@gmail.com
http://westwoodps.com/
http://cleanresponse.com/
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PRoGRAM
REcAP

The October Program, “A Tale of the Two Suburban 
Redevelopments”, was a very enlightening story of how two 
older suburban properties were targeted for redevelopment and 
the process involved to get there.  The first, a tired collection of 
disjointed retail uses and the second, the aging headquarters 
complex of a long gone defense contractor.

First up was Kent Carlson, representing Anderson Companies, 
who spun the tale of the rebirth of City Center in New Hope.  The 
city had visions of turning a group of aging retail and commercial 
buildings which are situated adjacent to important municipal 
buildings, into something more cohesive that would draw 
citizens.  They were looking for a mix of quality retail, residential, 
and medical uses with links to the adjacent public uses.  Three 
developers made presentations and the selected project included 
a new HyVee grocery store as its anchor.  The new store, recently 
opened, has been a success with its varied amenities, including 
liquor store, sit down restaurant, clinic, Starbucks and gas station.

John Johansson of CSM Corporation followed with the very interesting story of the recently started Central Park Commons project in 
Eagan.  A blighted property with a hulking collection of buildings sat at a prominent intersection in Eagan, looking for a use that would 
connect to its vibrant surrounding uses.  After three attempts at the planning commission, a project to demolish the old Lockheed plant and 
replace it with a mixed use project, featuring buildings with 360 degree architecture, was approved.  There were many challenges with the 
site, beyond the asbestos-laden, bunker-like buildings.  The site had no previous storm water management and also had a 50’ grade change 
diagonally from corner to corner.  Most of the site work is now complete and the residents are looking forward to their new place to shop, 
eat, and work.

October Program Recap

SpEakERS FROM l TO R:
Kent Carlson, Anderson Companies
John Johannson, on behalf of CSM Corporation
(moderator) Russ McGinty, North Central Commercial Real Estate

OcTOBER pROFESSIONal SHOwcaSE: DIVERSIFIED cONSTRUcTION

DIVERSIFIED cONSTRUcTION is a mid-sized general contractor 
built on small-company values, large-company capabilities 
and quality, lasting relationships. Founded in Minneapolis, 
Diversified Construction has been helping businesses in our 
community enhance their environments for over 45 years. 
Service areas include Restaurants, Retail, Office, Medical, 
Industrial and Historic Renovations.

Give Diversified a call for your next project and see for 
yourself why over 90% of our business comes from repeat 
and referral clients. 

952.929.7233 — www.DIVERSIFIEDcONSTRUcTION.cOM

by Steve day, SuLLIvAN | dAy coNSTRucTIoN 

mailto:sday@sullivanday.com
http://www.diversifiedconstruction.com/


november | 2015

12

MSCA LeADeRSHIP

OffICeRS:
President: Tony Barranco – Ryan Companies US, Inc.
1st Vice President: Bob Pounds – Colliers International | Minneapolis-St. Paul
2nd Vice President: Rick Plessner – Inland Real Estate Corporation
Treasurer: Hans Rasmussen – McGough Companies
Secretary: Jesseka Doherty – Mid-America Real Estate – Minnesota, LLC

DIReCtORS: 
Caleb Frostman – U.S. Bank
Jeff Johnson – Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd.
Margaret Jordan 
Wendy Madsen – Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Leah Maurer – Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq
Holly Rome – JLL
Paul Schroeder – Westwood Professional Services
Deborah Carlson Immediate Past President (as Director): Cushman & Wakefield/
NorthMarq

NewSLetteR COMMIttee ROSteR:
Greg Brenny - Briggs & Morgan, P.A. 
Deborah Carlson - Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq
Steve Day - Sullivan|Day Construction 
Phil Foster - CMA 
Lindsay Gardenhire - JLL 
Richard Jahnke - Sunbelt Business Brokers 
Natina James - RSP Architects, Ltd. 
Jackie Knight - The Ackerberg Group 
Judy Lawrence - Kraus-Anderson Companies
Greg LaMere - Metro Equity Management LLC 
Susanne Miller - Loucks 
Brandon O’Connell - Mid-America Real Estate – Minnesota LLC  
Jeff Orosz - Sambatek, Inc.
Katie Prater - Paster Properties
Jeffrey Serum - Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Nicole Urista - CMA

StAff: 
Executive Director: Karla Keller Torp (p) 952.888.3490 (c) 952.292.2414
Associate Director: Ryan Hericks (p) 952.888.3491 (c) 952.292.2416
Layout Design: Christine Moen (c) 612.481.5061

COMMIttee CHAIRS:
GOLf ............................... Jon Fahning – Shingobee
LeARNING SeSSION  ........ Sheila Zachman – Commercial Realty Solutions
  ................................Brian Klancke – Marcus & Millichap
LeGISLAtIve .................... Leah Maurer – Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq
  ................................Paul Berg – WaterStone Bank
NetwORkING .................. Emily Becker - Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq
  ................................Julie Stanke – Fresh Paint Inc.
NewSLetteR ................... Judy Lawrence – Kraus-Anderson Companies
  ................................Susanne Miller – Loucks
PROGRAM........................ Jeff Budish – CBRE
  ................................Matthew Mock – QT Commercial Construction 
  ................................& Roofing
RetAIL RePORt ............... Jesseka Doherty – Mid-America 
  ................................Real Estate Minnesota, LLC
  ................................Mike Sturdivant – Paster Properties
SPONSORSHIP................. Wendy Madsen – Ryan Companies US, Inc.
  ................................Kurt Stenson - Cushman & Wakefield/NorthMarq
StARR AwARDS ............... Charla Evenson – Caribou Coffee Company, Inc.
  ................................Stefanie Meyer - Mid-America 
  ................................Real Estate – Minnesota, LLC

Welcome

MSCA webSIte UPDAteS!
1)      Within the calendar on our events page, you can now view attendees registered for each program/event
2)      Under our Resources tab, any Legislative Fund Contributors now have their logos displayed with a direct link to their website
3)      Annual STARR Awards nominees and winners can now be printed individually or by year
4)      CE Certificates have been updated with a new look and will continue to be saved as a PDF within your online profile

MeMbeR NewS:

•	 NANCy MARteL recently joined Kraus-Anderson 
Construction as their new Director of Business 
Development.

New MeMbeRS:
Advanced Drainage Systems ............Mike Arends
ESG Architects ..................................Andy McDermott
ESG Architects ..................................Beth Rosinsky 
Larkin Hoffman ................................Timothy Rye
Launch Properties ............................Dan Regan
Launch Properties ............................Mark Nordland
Marcus & Millichap ..........................Cory Villaume
TruNorth Painting ............................Brett Janzen
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RegisteR foR these 2015 CalendaR events by CliCking heRe

MsCa 2015 CoRPoRate sPonsoRs

 event venUe date

 2015 state of Retail - Retail toURnaMent of ChaMPions Doubletree Hotel Mpls Park Place Nov. 4th, 3:30-5:00pm

 thiRd thURsdays netwoRking - fRee Cowboy Jack’s – Bloomington Nov. 19th, 3:30-5:30pm
 DIRECTIONS

                         
                           haPPy thanksgiving fRoM MsCa staff  Thursday, Nov. 26th 

  httP://www.MsCa-online.CoM/events/CalendaR/date/2015-11

oCtobeR featURed sPonsoRs – Click on the logos below to learn more about our corporate sponsors. 

aCi asphalt Contractors, inc.
all elements Roofing
all ways drains ltd
allied blacktop Company
aspen waste systems, inc.
asphalt associates inc
bMo harris bank
barna, guzy & steffen, ltd.
bremer bank, n.a.
CbRe
CsM Corporation
Colliers international | Minneapolis-st. Paul
Cuningham group architecture, inc.
Cushman & wakefield/northMarq
Cutting edge Property Maintenance 
doran Companies
the driessen group, llC
faegre baker daniels llP
fendler Patterson Construction, inc.
first american title insurance Co.

fredrikson & byron, P.a.
great Clips, inc.
great southern bank
h.J. development, inc.
inland Real estate Corporation
Jll
kimley-horn and associates, inc.
kraus-anderson Companies
larkin hoffman
lindquist & vennum llP
Mall of america
the Mandinec group landscaping inc.
Marcus & Millichap
Mcgladrey
Messerli & kramer P.a.
Mid-america Real estate – Minnesota, llC
Midwest Maintenance & Mechanical, inc.
Minnesota Real estate Journal
naturalgreen landscape Management
oppidan, inc.

the opus group
outdoor environments
Paster Properties
Prescription landscape
Ryan Companies Us, inc.
sambatek, inc.
smith gendler shiell sheff ford & Maher
stinson leonard street llP
tCf bank
tCi architects/engineers/Contractor, inc.
target Corporation
trautz Properties, inc.
U.s. bank national association
United Properties
vantage law group
venture Mortgage Corporation
weis builders, inc.
wells fargo bank, n.a.
westwood Professional services, inc.

http://www.msca-online.com/events/calendar/date/2015-11
http://www.cbre.com/
http://www.firstam.com/
http://www.mandinecgroup.com/
http://www.messerlikramer.com/
http://www.sambatek.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/8E9asNwGymD2
https://corporate.target.com/


Tuesday, December 1, 2015 
 

Golden Valley Country Club 
7001 Golden Valley Road ~ Golden Valley 

 
4 p.m. Registration & Networking 

5 p.m. Year End Ceremonies & Awards Presentation  
6 p.m. Holiday Party 

 

Reserve your tickets today online! 
Corporate tables of  eight: $450 
Corporate tables of  four: $250 

Individual tickets: $65 in advance / $75 at the door 
 

Click here to register or  
for more information log on to www.msca-online.com 
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http://www.msca-online.com/events/calendar/view/252



